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A third lady (who had 
attended last year for 
the first time) when 

asked if we should mail 
her tickets to avoid 
standing in line re-
sponded, “No thanks,  
we’ll just stand in line 
and anticipate”. 

 

We commend and thank 
the new members of the 
past year for the added  

spirit and enthusiasm 
they have brought to 
our lodge. 

 

Don Danielson 

A grateful thank you to 
the weatherman and to 
all our faithful members 
in helping to make our 
2007 Torsk Dinner so 
successful.   
 
We served about 500 
counting the children.  
Perhaps more than any 
other event it brings our 
members  

together in a special way 
of sharing our energy 
and our efforts.  

It almost seemed as 
though we were having 
fun doing it and every 
one went home with a 
feeling of a job well 
done. 
 

I wish every member 
could have had the ex-
perience I had of spend-
ing a couple of hours at 
the entry/exit door 
greeting the guests as 
they came in and thank-
ing them as they left, 

giving them a packet 
with information about 

Sons of Norway and 

about Polar Star Lodge.  
I was touched by their 
expression of apprecia-
tion for a fine dinner ex-
perience of food and 
fellowship.  I couldn’t 
help but feel a real sense 
of pride in Polar Star 
Lodge and in  our mem-
bers.  

 

One lady informed us 
that she heard about the 
dinner in Decorah, Iowa 
and came over for it. 
Another lady stated that 
this was her 30th con-
secutive year of coming.  

Fra Presidenten! 
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S O N S  O F  N O R W A Y  

Dear Friends and 
colleagues: 
 
Old St. Mary's is proud 
to announce the 
beginnings of our biggest 
event ever!  In 2008 we 
celebrate 175 years of 
serving the Chicago area 
as a parish.  Think of 
it...175th anniversary.  
The parish is older than 
the City of Chicago 
itself!  Something to sing 
about to be sure. 
 
To kick off the 
celebrations we are 
announcing the premier 
Concert of "The Fire 
Within" a Quintet 
ensemble of musicians 
who call OSM home. 
 
Annie Claude 
Chartrand, Heath Harris, 
Jennifer Noel Celaya, 

Mark Piekarz, and Chuck 
Kessell make up this 
interesting group of 
professional 
instrumentalist/vocalists 
who are presenting a 
concert on June 23rd 
2007 at 7:30pm right at 
Old St. Mary's Church  
1500 S. Michigan. 
 
The evening will include 
Classical, Operatic, Pop, 
Standards, Religious, 
Music in Latin, French, 
Italian, Polish, and Gaelic, 
interesting quartet, trio 
and duet work, as well 
as some wonderul 
instrumental music. In 
other words....music for 
all tastes. 
 
We are also introducing 
the newest Celtic 
ensemble in 
town...Celtic Fire 

Chicago, a women's 
choral ensemble. 
 
Tickets will go on sale 
shortly.  There is plenty 
of Free parking, and if 
you want to make an 
evening of it...why not 
come down a bit early 
and eat at one of the 
many fine dining 
establishments in the 
Loop or South Loop? 
More information to 
follow...but mark your 
calendars now...June 
23rd 2007 at 7:30pm for  
"The Fire within". 
 
Seeking more 
information?  Contact 
Chuck Kessell at 773-
858-5325 or e-mail me 
at perc55@juno.com 

Have you heard... 

Unge Venner and 
Heritage Members  

There are many 
Polar Star family 
members in the age 
groups 1-15 and 16-
23. 

 
They are all eligible 
for "Unge Venner" 
or "Heritage" mem-
bership in Sons of  
Norway.  Member-
ship is free.  Regular 
membership applica-
tion forms are  
used for  Unge Ven-
ner.  In the blanks 
for the fees insert 
"0" or none.   

For Heritage mem-
bership forms con-
tact Don Danielson  
(630) 299-3661 or 
Ray Nerhus (630) 
369-4134   

We need to get 
them all signed up! 

New Members 
April: 

No new members 

 

May: 
No new members 

June: 
??? 



February 4:   Program: Penny Social  

 
Mar ch 4:   Program: TBD 

 
April 1:   Program: Rosemaling: Presentation and Displays by Margaret  
   Knutson and Margaret Wix 

 
April 28:  Torsk dinner at the Beecher Building in Yorkville  

Gratulerer med dagen! 
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July 

Raymond O Nerhus 7 
Barbara L Stemple 7 
Leona N Olson 12 
Norman A Olson 12 
Martha R Vogen  13 
Jeffery L Anderson 21 
Judith M Wuchte 28 

 

 

August 

Seth Olson    9 
Martin E Olson   11 
Rev. Robert B Kasperson 12 
Harlan O Dahlstrom   12 
Floyd G Anderson   20 
Dorothy L Coe   25 
Michael J Lund   25 
Ruth E Roosa   27 
Burt E Severson   31 

September 

Frances Berg  4 
Yvette B Shubert 9 
Harold M Michalsen 12 
Kari M Schussler  12 
Jean Scott  20 
Lois E Ronning  21 
Myrtle E Thompson 25 
Arnold L Roosa  27 

Upcoming Events: 

"When you 
do the 

common 
things in life 

in an 
uncommon 

way, you will 
command 

the attention 
of the 

world." 

Polar Star Lodge Events: 

Other Events: 

June 16  Polar Star Picnic @11:00 at Harris Woods 
Nov 4,  2pm Høst Fest - Entertainment will be by the Grieg Ladies' Singing Society 
  and the Normennenes Singing Society 

May 20  Bus trip to Stoughton, Wisconsin for their Syttende Mai festivities 
  The cost is $25.00.  The bus capacity is 56.   
  We are trying for a minimum of 44 to keep the cost at $25.00.   
  If you wish to sign up call Harriet Eklund at 690-8699 or  
  Don Danielson at 299-3661 

  Following is a list of events at Vasa Park, Elgin, for the year.  Hope all 
  can attend and have fun.   

August 11  Steak Fry with Crayfish Sampling, Vasa Park 
September 9  28th Annual Scandinavian Day Festival, Vasa Park 
October 13  7th Annual Fish Boil & Harvest Festival, Vasa Park 
October 27 Annual Meeting - TBA 
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April 5 2007 

Dear Lodge 
Members: 

 Congratulations 
on your wonderful 
efforts in achieving 

a membership 
growth of 12% 
during the last 
calendar year. 

This Founders 
award has been 
won by only six 

lodges in  

District Five.  
Keep up the good 
work for Sons of 

Norway. 
Fraternally, 

/s/  
Harland 

Anderson, 
President 5th 

District Sons of 
Norway 

S O N S  O F  N O R W A Y  

From the Secretary - Harriet Eklund 

Where does the time 
go?  

#44  Torsk Dinner is 
now history.  I hope by 
now all workers have 
recovered.  Weather 
was in our favor that 
day, and the day was a 
busy one.  
 
Our next event of 
course is Syttende Mai, 
granted there are nu-
merous events for that 
day.  But I know  some 
of our members will be 
at the Norwegian Lu-
theran Memorial 
Church, May 17 at 7:00 
P.M. where one of our 
own is part of the 
Bjornson Male Chorus, 
And we will also have a 
chance to hear the 

Grieg Ladies Singing So-
ciety, who will be join-
ing us at our Host Fest 
in November.  

On Sunday May 20th a 
few of us will catch the 
Cleng Peerson Lodge 
Group in their char-
tered bus at the corner 
of Route #71 and #47 
for a day in Stoughton, 
Wisconsin for their pa-
rade and festivities, and 
I am sure we will stop 
at the Mandt Lodge for 
lunch.  

Of course there will be 
the parade and festivi-
ties in Park Ridge on 
that day.  How do you 
attend two functions in 
one day at two different 
places?  I do hope our 
members do get to 

some event to celebrate 
their heritage.  

When this is all over , 
the next big event will 
be our picnic on June 
16th at Harris Woods.  
Check with us later on 
the time.  

And now on another 
note. 
 

Polar Star Lodge has 
established a scholarship 
program.  All of you 
parents and grand par-
ents with College Age 
children, check with our 
Scholarship Staff for info 
on applications.  

Fraternally  

Harriet Eklund 

Several Scholarships 
are available from Sons 
of Norway. 
 
This year, our Polar 
Star lodge is offering 
three $350 educa-
tion scholarships. De-
tails are available on 
the Polar Star 
Lodge Scholarship Ap-
plication and Criteria 
included in this news-

letter. If you need ad-
ditional copies of the 
application, you can 
either go to the Polar 
Star web site and print 
a copy directly from 
your browser, or con-
tact Ray Nerhus or 
Karen Oswald. 
 
In addition, the Sons of 
Norway international 
organization offers 

scholarships and grants. 
For detailed information, 
go to the Sons of Norway 
web site, 
www.sonsofnorway.com 
or www.sofn.com , then 
hover your mouse 
over “Foundation” in the 
top navigation bar and 
select either “Grants” 
or  “Scholarships”. 

Scholarship - See page 5 & 6 
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POLAR STAR LODGE 
SONS of NORWAY 

 
2007 SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA AND OTHER INFORMATION 

 

For 2007, Polar Star Lodge is offering three $350 educational scholarships. Recipients must meet the 
General and Specific Criteria for these scholarships. The scholarships are intended to be used for tuition, 
fees, books and related expenses. Each year, the award amount is dependent upon available funds for that 
year. There is no guarantee of scholarships being awarded in a particular year. 
 

Applicants for scholarships awarded through Polar Star Lodge must meet the criteria below. 
 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 
 

? Be a member, a daughter or son of a member, or a relative of a member of Polar Star Lodge for at 
least 6 months 

? Be a citizen or permanent resident of the United States 
? Be officially admitted or returning to a college, university, or technical school 
? Enroll in a minimum of six(6) credit hours each semester 
? Submit official transcript from previously attended institution 
? Only one scholarship awarded per family in any calendar year 
? Not eligible to receive an award two consecutive years 

 
SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 

 

? Attend or planning to attend a college, university, or technical school 
? Be in good standing at that institution 
? Have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 or above  
? Submit two references covering academic, extra-curricular, leadership, personality and character 
? Write a short paragraph on “What My Norwegian Heritage or the Norwegian Culture Means to 

Me” 
? Contribute to Polar Star Lodge enrichment (for example, a short presentation about your studies or 

Norwegian culture/history, help with a lodge fundraiser, youth program idea suggestions) 
 

SELECTION PROCESS 
 

Preferences for awarding scholarships  
 

Scholarships will be awarded in consideration of the following priority: 
? Pursuing Scandinavian studies (for example, language camps, formal classes, college studies in 

Scandinavia) 
? Be a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a daughter or son of a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a grandchild of a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a relative of a member of Polar Star Lodge 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 

 

? Applications are due by September 1, 2007 and must be complete in order to be considered 
? All applicants will be informed of their status by the selection chair by October 1st 
? A check will be sent to the winner(s). 
? Winners are expected to report to the Lodge at the end of the academic year on the ir progress 

during the preceding term(s). This may be in writing or presented at a Lodge meeting, at the 
recipient’s option. 



POLAR STAR LODGE 
SONS of NORWAY 

 

2007 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

To be eligible for the scholarship, the applicant must be a current 12th grade student, high school graduate, or 
continuing college, university, or technical school student, and must have a minimum 2.5 GPA.  The applicant 
must either show proof of acceptance to a college, university, or technical school, or the ability to continue if 
already attending. In addition, the applicant must meet the General and Specific Scholarship Criteria. 
 

The application, GPA (official high school or college transcript), college acceptance proof, and references must 
be received by September 1, 2007 to be considered. 
 
Send to: Scholarships  OR  Scholarships 

Ray Nerhus    Karen Oswald 
1669 Estate Circle   1860 Fair Oak Road 
Naperville, IL  60565   Naperville, IL,  60565 

Or e-mail to: ronerhuse@sbcglobal.net  ahlsen@aol.com 
 

Applicant should have references mailed or e-mailed to one of the above addresses. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME __________________________________________________________ 
 

STREET __________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY  _________________________ STATE ___________ ZIP __________ 
 

PHONE _____________________ e-mail _______________________________ 
 

If you are not a Polar Star Lodge member, name of the relative who is currently a member:  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
School of acceptance: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Briefly tell us what your Norwegian Heritage or the Norwegian Culture means to you: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe how you plan to contribute to Polar Star Lodge (see Specific Scholarship Criteria): 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature and Date: 
 

__________________________________________________________             ____________________ 
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Get to know a Polar Star member: - Myrtle E. Thompson  
place in Norway is she replied, 
“I guess I would have to say 
Stavanger”.  She also revealed 
that her favorite Norwegian 
food item is kringle.  She can 
understand Norwegian but ad-
mits she can’t speak it very 
well. She has a grandson living 
and working in Sweden.   

Myrtle has been a member of 
Polar Star Lodge since Febru-
ary 18, 1962.  Only Lois Ron-
ning has been a member longer 
with an effective date of No-
vember 26, 1961. 

Both are life members and 
charter members.  Other early 
members are Floyd Anderson 
with an effective date of May 1, 
1962 and Alfred Sundfor with 
an effective date of June 2, 
1963. 

Myrtle credits her friends Ervie 
and Betty Anderson with get-
ting her interested in and be-
coming a member of Sons of 
Norway.  She remembers 
meeting upstairs in a building 

in Aurora at the beginning and 
later meeting different places. 
 
She tells of one meeting where 
Ervie Anderson had members 
bring their dogs for a Dog 
Show.  On another occasion 
they attended a Horse Show in 
Aurora in which a member 
from Yorkville displayed his 
Fjord Horses.   

Her favorite Polar Star event is 
the Penny Social.  What she 
likes  most is the meetings and 
the friendships.  She says she 
gets lonesome when she 
misses meetings.   

Myrtle served as Treasurer for 
32 years.  She celebrated her 
90th birthday last year with 
family and friends at First Lu-
theran Church in Plano.   
 
The members of Polar Star 
Lodge thank Myrtle for her 
long and faithful service.    

Myrtle E. Thompson was born 
Myrtle E. Sebbe  in Sheridan, 
Illinois on September 25, 1916.  
She was the oldest of four chil-
dren born to Otto and Inge-
borg Sebbe;  three girls and a 
boy.  The two sisters are de-
ceased.  Her mother was from 
Stavanger, Norway and emi-
grated with a brother to 
America.   

On September 20, 1941 Myrtle 
married Leslie Francis.  They 
had two sons, Gene and Gary.  
She became widowed and later 
on November 26, 1994 mar-
ried Orrin Stewart Thompson. 

In 1975 she traveled to Nor-
way with her sister. When 
asked what her favorite city or 

Who is the next person to be featured in our :”Get to know a Polar Star member”? 

Please email me with suggestions and tell me why you think this person should be featured in an up-
coming  newsletter. 

Please email me at: michaellund@comcast.net 

Who is next? 



Return To: 

Donald D. Danielson 

3130 Cambria Ct  

Aurora , IL 60503 

Language & Culture: - Name the bird!  

 

 

What is the name of this bird? 

- Found in the Norwegian forest. 
 
- This is a picture of the male, the    
   female is brown and a little    
   smaller. 
 
- Hunted from Sep. through Dec. 
 
- The name in Norwegian consist  
   of 4 letters. 
 
- Answer in the next newsletter  
  or on our website right now! 

A Picture in color can be found in our newsletter online at: https://home.comcast.net/~polarstar5-472 
under newsletter. 


