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nied Bailey and her fa-
ther, Doug.  We were 
among the last to arrive 
for 2:00 check in so we 
were toward the end of 
the line having  their lug-
gage inspected for 
“contraband”;  contra-
band being candy, 
snacks, cell phones , 
books in English or 
other restricted items.  
It was interesting to 
watch as campers get-
ting closer to the inspec-
tion table doing quick 
inspections of their own 
removing any restricted 
items and giving them to 
parents.  The next stop 
was the sign in table.  
Each camper had to 
choose a Norwegian 
name.  They could 
choose from a list of 
names.  Bailey chose 
Såra Each name was 
burned into a wooden 
disk to be worn as a 
name tag.  Next they 
were assigned a cabin.  
The younger girls were 
in the cabin closest to 
the dining hall and activi-
ties building.  They then 

We have had a number 
of Polar Star members 
volunteer for tending 
the Norway Museum 
but there are still a num-
ber of Saturdays and 
Sundays that need to be 
covered.  As of July 19 
they were:  August 1, 2, 
8, 22, 29 and 30.  Two 
Sundays ago I had an in-
teresting afternoon vol-
unteering there.  What 
was most interesting 
was the depth and dy-
namics of some of the 
conversations as family 
histories and family ex-
periences were dis-
cussed.  Their visit to 
the Museum provided a 
stimulus for this.  The 
visit of two 6th graders 
and one 4th grader was 
really heart warming for 
me.  They came in by 
themselves and immedi-
ately began exploring 
and discussing various 
items on display.  It was 
evident this had meaning 
for them.  I joined them 
as they moved around 
the Museum.  Our inter-
action developed into a 

series of fun riddles and 
a seemingly enjoyable 
visit for them.  About 

an hour after they left 
one of the 6th graders 
and the 4th grader re-
turned escorting four 
younger children with 
the 6th grader serving as 
guide and keeping them 
under her supervision.  
It was a delight to wit-
ness such a positive and 
wholesome scenario ac-
tually carrying out our 
mission at such a young 
age. 

Sunday I had the oppor-
tunity of being part of 56 
Masse Moro campers 
arriving and signing in for 
their two weeks of im-
mersion into things Nor-
wegian at Fall Creek, 
Wisconsin.  I accompa-

Fra Presidenten! 
Don Danielson 
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Fra Presidenten continued from page 1 
proceeded to their cab-
ins and selected their 
bunks.  As I recall there 
were about twelve dou-
ble bunks in the cabin.  
Two were for the two 
counselors assigned to 
each cabin.  Each camper 
has an account for 
spending money.  They 
have full days of duties 
and activities from 7:00 
am  to 9:30 pm.  There 
are kitchen duties for 

breakfast, lunch and din-
ner.  By 4:00 most of the 
parents were gone and 
the camp began with a 
meeting in each cabin for 
“ice breaking” and orien-
tation.  Bailey will make 
a report at one of our 
Lodge Meetings. 

Midsummer’s Eve Celebration 

2009 Attendance : 

 
Jan 4 

Members: 35 
Visitors:   2 

Feb 1 
Members: 25 
Visitors:  7 

Mar 1 
Members:  18 
Visitors:  5 

Apr 5  
Members:  22 
Visitors:  2 

Jun 6 - Picnic 
Members:   23 
Visitors:  7 

Aug  9 
Members: 
Visitors: 

Sep 6 
Members: 
Visitors: 

Oct 4 
Members: 
Visitors: 

Nov 1 - Høst fest 
Members: 
Visitors: 

Dec 6 
Members: 
Visitors: 

 

It was a beautiful summer evening July 11, as our Polar Star members celebrated 
Midsummer’s Eve at the Anderson Tree Farm in rural Plainfield.  Karen Anderson 
and her crew had built a special stone fire circle for a bonfire and the setting for 
our evening stories, smores and conversation. 

For the youth in attendance, the various animals were of special intrigue and in-
terest.  Karen entertained us with personal stories about animal behavior and es-
capades.  First we had minor tours on a golf cart seeing the fowl and the animals 
and later a major tour on a hayride that enabled us to enjoy the sunset amongst 
the Christmas trees of all sizes as well as the vegetable section of the farm, which 
soon will bring produce for sale to the public. 

Following our picnic meals we gathered around that nice big campfire and learned 
all about the origin and development of Midsummer’s Eve from Al Bergh’s pres-
entation.  With the fire settling down to a roasting level we broke out the gra-
ham crackers, chocolate bars and the marshmallows and celebrated a “smores 
festival”.  The evening concluded with everyone sitting around the fire conversing 
and thoroughly enjoying the peace and quiet of nightfall on a farm. 

A special thank you goes to Karen, Chuck and her staff for their generous hospi-
tality in hosting our event.  It was very enjoyable for all.  See pictures on page 7. 



Notes from the Social Director: - Phoebe Bergh 
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Gratulerer med dagen! 

The August meeting has been changed to the second Sunday, which is August 9, 2009!!!!!! 
The kitchen committee is:  Norm and Betsie Olson and Roald and Frances Berg. 

August Program: 

The program for August 9 will be presented by Rosemaler, Catherine Coy.  Come join us for this intriguing 
event as we learn more about the charming art of Norwegian Rosemaling.  The seminar will include: a brief-
ing on the various styles and how they originated from the various regions within Norway, a wonderful array 
of gorgeous rosemaling pieces from her private collection and a short demonstration of rosemaling.  You’ll 
see just how this amazing style is created from the first strokes to the last.  Demonstration painting will be 
donated.  Smaller items will be hand-painted and available for you to purchase. 

Catherine was born with a creative flair.  She began her artistic journey working for a drapery company and 
then started her own, signing up for every rosemaling class that came her way while serving on the board of 
the Illinois Norsk Rosemaler’s Association.  About 15 years ago she began painting under the guidance of 
Vesterheim Norwegian American Museum, winning several national awards, including first place.  After being 
in business painting custom murals, re-finishing furniture pieces with original oil designs as well as unique 
room murals for children, nothing is outside her range of expertise as she holds now over 30 awards for her 
original works of art.  Catherine’s painting clientele continues to grow at a steady rate as she constantly 
strives to achieve inspiration for herself and innovation to the craft. 

Kenneth F Nordan 7 Lois Michalsen 1 Seth Olson 9

Robert C Egness 13 Nilslee A Kreppert 3 Martin E Olson 11

Ray M Nilsen 15 Benjamin H Moe 3 Douglas D.   Danielson  12

Thor W Fjell 19 Barbara A Brungart 6 Harlan O Dahlstrom 12

Brian J Geddes 21 Gerald L Rucks 10 Rev. Robert B Kasperson 12

Robert L Nelson 28 Sarah A Van Winkle 17 Floyd G Anderson 20

James R Van Winkle 21 Dorothy L Coe 25

Roald Berg 23 Michael J Lund 25

Richard J Hatteberg 26 Ruth E Roosa 27

Harold E Broten 29 Burt E Severson 31

May June July



P A G E  4  

Get to know a Polar Star member: - Carol Devito  

Polar Star  
Member Total as of   

Mar 1, 2009: 
 

128 

Next Newsletter  
target print date: 

Sep 21, 09 

Content due: 

Sep 7,09 

More than 2086 
visits on our  

Polar Star Website. 

Thank you,  
Frank Krawczyk 

for taking pictures at our  
meetings and events. 

 
 

Carol Devito born in Chicago, Illinois. 

My parents were both Norwegian.  On my mother’s side my grandmother was 
born in Alesund and my grandfather was born in Norway.  I have been to Nor-
way twice.  Once as a teenager and in 2000 my mother took my four sisters 
and me in celebration on her 80th birthday.  We took the Hurtigruten "the 
world's most beautiful sea voyage" from Bergen up to Kirkenes.  Then traveled 
inland and ended our trip in Kristiansund where we stayed with our cousins for 
a few days.  An unbelievable trip. 
I have been retired for about five years.  I volunteer at Serendipity one day a 
week.  Serendipity is a resale shop that supports Little Friends, a school and 
workshop for special needs children and adults.   
One of my friends is homebound and I help her once a week.  I will shop with 
her or for her and spend time visiting. 
I donate blood on a regular basis.  Usually through my Village. 
I am an Avon representative and have been in the business for about five years.  
Most of my customers are at the company I retired from and also at my bank. 
Of course I am always looking for new customers. 
Along with my other activities, I am active with a women’s group at my church. 
Recently I volunteered as a docent at the Norway Museum.  That was a fun 
day, meeting many good Norwegians.  
I belong to a health club and attend classes three to four times a week.  At 
times I swim for exercise.  Exercise has always been an important part of my 
life.  
I have two daughters and one son.  All of them are married.  My daughters live 
close by and my son lives in Louisiana. I have seven grandchildren ranging in 
ages from one year to eighteen years old.   

I have been a member of the Sons of Norway for about three years.  I recently 
joined the Illinois Norsk Rosemalers' Association (INRA).  I want to learn to 
Rosemale.  I have a project started and recently signed up for an intensive 
three-day class.  Hopefully after the class (next month) I will feel a little like an 
"accomplished" beginner rosemaler.  My greatroom is my "Norwegian Room".  
I have a designed hanging from Norway and a number of years ago my mother 
stitched a wall hanging that I need to prepare and hang in my room.  I also have 
a few rosemaled pieces (not painted by me).  I am anxious to rosemale my own 
pieces to hang in my room. 

  

  
S O N S  O F  N O R W A Y  
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POLAR STAR LODGE 
SONS of NORWAY 

 
2009 SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA AND OTHER INFORMATION 

 

For 2009, Polar Star Lodge is offering three $350 educational scholarships. Recipients must meet the 
General and Specific Criteria for these scholarships. The scholarships are intended to be used for 
tuition, fees, books and related expenses. Each year, the award amount is dependent upon available 
funds for that year. There is no guarantee of scholarships being awarded in a particular year. 
 

Applicants for scholarships awarded through Polar Star Lodge must meet the criteria below. 
 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 
 

? Be a member, a daughter or son of a member, or a relative of a member of Polar Star Lodge for 
at least 6 months 

? Be a citizen or permanent resident of the United States 
? Be officially admitted or returning to a college, university, or technical school 
? Enroll in a minimum of six(6) credit hours each semester 
? Submit official transcript from previously attended institution 
? Only one scholarship awarded per family in any calendar year 
? Not eligible to receive an award two consecutive years 

 
SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 

 

? Attend or planning to attend a college, university, or technical school 
? Be in good standing at that institution 
? Have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 or above  
? Submit two references covering academic, extra-curricular, leadership, personality and 

character 
? Write a short paragraph on “What My Norwegian Heritage or the Norwegian Culture Means to 

Me” 
? Contribute to Polar Star Lodge enrichment (for example, a short presentation about your studies 

or Norwegian culture/history, help with a lodge fundraiser, youth program idea suggestions ) 
 

SELECTION PROCESS 
 

Preferences for awarding scholarships  
 

Scholarships will be awarded in consideration of the following priority: 
? Pursuing Scandinavian studies (for example, language camps, formal classes, college studies in 

Scandinavia) 
? Be a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a daughter or son of a member of Polar Star Lodge  
? Be a grandchild of a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a relative of a member of Polar Star Lodge 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 

 

? Applications are due by September 1, 2009 and must be complete in order to be considered 
? All applicants will be informed of their status by the selection chair by October 1st 
? A check will be sent to the winner(s). 
? Winners are expected to report to the Lodge at the end of the academic year on the ir progress 

during the preceding term(s). This may be in writing or presented at a Lodge meeting, at the 
recipient’s option. 



P A G E  6  POLAR STAR LODGE 
SONS of NORWAY 

 

2009 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

To be eligible for the scholarship, the applicant must be a current 12th grade student, high school 
graduate, or continuing college, university, or technical school student, and must have a minimum 2.5 
GPA.  The applicant must either show proof of acceptance to a college, university, or technical school, or 
the ability to continue if already attending. In addition, the applicant must meet the General and Specific 
Scholarship Criteria. 
 

The application, GPA (official high school or college transcript), college acceptance proof, and 
references must be received by September 1, 2009 to be considered. 
 
Send to: Scholarships  OR  Scholarships 

Ray Nerhus     Karen Oswald 
1669 Estate Circle    1860 Fair Oak Road 
Naperville, IL  60565   Naperville, IL,  60565 

Or e-mail to: ronerhuse@sbcglobal.net  ahlsen@aol.com 
 

Applicant should have references mailed or e-mailed to one of the above addresses. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME __________________________________________________________ 
 

STREET __________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY  _________________________ STATE ___________ ZIP __________ 
 

PHONE _____________________ e-mail _______________________________ 
 

If you are not a Polar Star Lodge member, name of the relative who is currently a member:  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
School of acceptance: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Briefly tell us  what your Norwegian Heritage or the Norwegian Culture means to you: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe how you plan to contribute to Polar Star Lodge (see Specific Scholarship Criteria): 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature and Date: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Upcoming 2009 Events: 
See more events on our website. 
Date: Event: Kitchen Committee: 

9-Aug Rosemaling Norm & Betsy Olson

Roald & Frances Bergh

6-Sep Cultural Program: Al Bergh Nilslee Kreppert

Evard Munch Need Someone Please

4-Oct Leif Erikson  Joni Koehler, 

Carol Devito  Barb & Ken Johnson

Ray & Astrid Nerhus   

1-Nov Høstfest

6-Dec Christmas Party Harriet Eklund

Lee Olson

Eleanor Bates

Edvard Munch, a world famous artist and undoubtedly the greatest Norwegian 
artist, will be featured in our Polar Star Sons of Norway program, Sunday, Sep-
tember 6.  A video about him and his art will be shown.  Al Bergh will add some 
narration about his life.  He was a very interesting person and his art work gives 
realistic insights into his life experiences and those of Norwegian people. 

September 6, 2009 Program: 



Return To: 

Donald D. Danielson 

3130 Cambria Ct  

Aurora , IL 60503 

 

 


