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mote and preserve a 
lasting appreciation of 
Norwegian heritage and 
culture for youth ages 9 
to 15.  We have a num-
ber of eligible campers 
among our Polar Star 
families.  Discuss this 
with your children and 
grandchildren and con-
sider the possibility of 
their applying for the 
two-week camp in 2009.  
Campers from District 
Five may receive a 
Lodge/District match for 
half of the cost.  The 
Masse Moro website is 
www.massemoro.com .  
For further information 
contact Cultural Direc-
tor Al Bergh at (630) 
585-8422 or myself at 
(630) 299 3661  

Also emphasized were 
the Sports Medal Pro-
gram, the Cultural Skills 
Program plus the Dis-
trict and International 
Scholarships available.  

Ha det bra,  

Donald D. Danielson 

In 1989 a booklet was 
compiled that docu-
mented the 75 years of 
history for Sons of Nor-
way Fifth District.  This 
booklet also contained 
brief histories of each 
lodge.  At our conven-
tion copies of those his-
tories were distributed 
to the individual lodges.  
District is now seeking 
to update that history 
and asking all lodges to 
update their respective 
history and submit it by 
17 May 2009.  Polar Star 
history from 1989 can 
be read at  website 
www.sonsofnorway5.co
m.  It will also be printed 
along with further details 
in the August Newslet-
ter 

Being in need of a spe-
cific picture for this issue 
that I could not find I 
resorted to looking 
through a box of pic-
tures, newspaper clip-
pings, documents, pro-
gram booklets, etc. in 
our storage room.  
What a treasury of his-

torical information about 
Polar Star Lodge.  In 
view of the above we 
need to go through all 
our resources and con-
vert all the bits and 
pieces into a meaningful 
historical narrative.  This 
is a call for three or four 
history minded persons 
to volunteer for this 
project. 

District Youth Director 
Sheryl Hall is encourag-
ing every lodge within 
District Five to set a 
goal of sending at least 
one camper to Masse 
Moro Norwegian Heri-
tage Camp in 2009.  Po-
lar Star Lodge has not 
had a camper in recent 
years.  The mission of 
Masse Moro is to pro-

Fra Presidenten! 
Don Danielson 
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Upcoming Events: 
Polar Star Lodge Events: - See more events on our website. 

Cultural Program -Al Bergh     
Serving Committee: 
Vi & Tom Skogen, Truman Eddy, Thor Fjell   
 
Høst Fest 

Christmas Party 
Serving Committee: 
Harriet Eklund, Lee Olson, Kimberly Farinelli 

Aug 3 

 
 

Nov 2 

Dec 7 

Other Events: 
Jul 23-25 

Aug 9 

Sep 7 

Oct 12 

Oct  ???? 

Nov 1 

Annual Nordic Fest in Decorah, Iowa  

Cray Fish Sampling & Steak Fry -- Vasa Park, South Elgin  

Scandinavian Day Festival -- Vasa Park, South Elgin  

Fish Boil/Harvest Festival -- Vasa Park, South Elgin  

Annual Meeting -- Location TBD  

End of Season Clean Up & Luncheon for Volunteers - 
Vasa Park, South Elgin 

Gratulerer med dagen! 
August: 

Seth Olson     9 
Martin E. Olson  11 
Harlan O. Dahlstrom  12 
Rev. Robert B. Kasperson 12 
Floyd G. Anderson  20 
Dorothy L. Coe  25 
Michael J. Lund  25 
Ruth E.  Roosa  27 
Burt E. Severson  31 

September:  

Frances Berg     4 
Yvette B.  Shubert    9 
Harold M. Michalsen  12 
Kari M. Schussler  12 
Jean Scott   20 
Lois E. Ronning  21 
Arnold L. Roosa  27 
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POLAR STAR LODGE 
SONS of NORWAY 

 
2008 SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA AND OTHER INFORMATION 

 

For 2008, Polar Star Lodge is offering three $350 educational scholarships. Recipients must meet the 
General and Specific Criteria for these scholarships. The scholarships are intended to be used for tuition, 
fees, books and related expenses. Each year, the award amount is dependent upon available funds for that 
year. There is no guarantee of scholarships being awarded in a particular year. 
 

Applicants for scholarships awarded through Polar Star Lodge must meet the criteria below. 
 

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 
 

? Be a member, a daughter or son of a member, or a relative of a member of Polar Star Lodge for at 
least 6 months 

? Be a citizen or permanent resident of the United States 
? Be officially admitted or returning to a college, university, or technical school 
? Enroll in a minimum of six(6) credit hours each semester 
? Submit official transcript from previously attended institution 
? Only one scholarship awarded per family in any calendar year 
? Not eligible to receive an award two consecutive years 

 
SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIP CRITERIA 

 

? Attend or planning to attend a college, university, or technical school 
? Be in good standing at that institution 
? Have a minimum grade point average of 2.5 or above  
? Submit two references covering academic, extra-curricular, leadership, personality and character 
? Write a short paragraph on “What My Norwegian Heritage or the Norwegian Culture Means to 

Me” 
? Contribute to Polar Star Lodge enrichment (for example, a short presentation about your studies or 

Norwegian culture/history, help with a lodge fundraiser, youth program idea suggestions) 
 

SELECTION PROCESS 
 

Preferences for awarding scholarships  
 

Scholarships will be awarded in consideration of the following priority: 
? Pursuing Scandinavian studies (for example, language camps, formal classes, college studies in 

Scandinavia) 
? Be a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a daughter or son of a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a grandchild of a member of Polar Star Lodge 
? Be a relative of a member of Polar Star Lodge 

 
OTHER INFORMATION 

 

? Applications are due by September 1, 2008 and must be complete in order to be considered 
? All applicants will be informed of their status by the selection chair by October 1st 
? A check will be sent to the winner(s). 
? Winners are expected to report to the Lodge at the end of the academic year on their progress 

during the preceding term(s). This may be in writing or presented at a Lodge meeting, at the 
recipient’s option. 
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POLAR STAR LODGE 
SONS of NORWAY 

 

2008 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
 

To be eligible for the scholarship, the applicant must be a current 12th grade student, high school graduate, 
or continuing college, university, or technical school student, and must have a minimum 2.5 GPA.  The 
applicant must either show proof of acceptance to a college, university, or technical school, or the ability 
to continue if already attending. In addition, the applicant must meet the General and Specific Scholarship 
Criteria. 
 
The application, GPA (official high school or college transcript), college acceptance proof, and references 
must be received by September 1, 2008 to be considered. 
 
Send to: Scholarships  OR  Scholarships 

Ray Nerhus    Karen Oswald 
1669 Estate Circle   1860 Fair Oak Road 
Naperville, IL  60565   Naperville, IL,  60565 

Or e-mail to: ronerhuse@sbcglobal.net  ahlsen@aol.com 
 

Applicant should have references mailed or e-mailed to one of the above addresses. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
NAME __________________________________________________________ 
 

STREET __________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY  _________________________ STATE ___________ ZIP __________ 
 

PHONE _____________________ e-mail _______________________________ 
 

If you are not a Polar Star Lodge member, name of the relative who is current ly a member:  
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
School  of acceptance: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Briefly tell us what your Norwegian Heritage or the Norwegian Culture means to you: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please describe how you plan to contribute to Polar Star Lodge (see Specific Scholarship Criteria): 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Applicant Signature and Date: 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Harriet Eklund 

our former secretary is now 
our President.  Burt Bittner, is 
the new Vice President,  Dar-
lene Arneson is the new sec-
retary.  Ray Knutson is once 
again the treasurer.  Dave 
Hermundson, the new Rec-
reation Director, Dwayne Kit-
tleson, the Publicity Director.  
Aurdrey Walsh the Cultural 
Director.  Sheryl Hall is the 
Youth Director, and Diane 
Overby is the Viking Corre-
spondent. 

And OH  !!!!  We even 
walked away with the silver 
and bronze certificates for 
our lodge, for our editor Mi-
chael Lund, and special recog-
nition for Harold Michalsen 
for his painting. 

And what is a convention 
without Lena and Ole 
Jokes??????Of which there 
were many.  We even learned 
that it has been so darn cold 
in Northern Minnesota, that 
the Politicians, keep their 
hands in their own pockets. 

Ja  !  It was a great conven-
tion. 

 

Your Secretary,  

Our picnic turned out great.  
Due to the fact our President 
has a membership at Leisure 
Lake, we were treated to a 
great spot.  Paddle boating, 
boating, games and a swimming 
pool, where all the young folk 
spent their  time.  There were 
out door decks and picnic ta-
bles available, but due to a 
strong wind, we decided to 
have our lunch inside, in a very 
spacious, air conditioned great 
room.  We could not ask for 
anything more.  I am sure eve-
ryone came away with the feel-
ing, that this is the best yet. 

And as you know, our Presi-
dent, Don Danielson, Lee Ol-
son and myself just returned 
from the 49th Biennial Conven-
tion held at the Madison Mar-
riott West in Middleton, WI. 

I love conventions, really 
through the several years that I 
have been attending.  I have 
met some very wonderful peo-
ple, and I look forward each 
time to seeing them once again.  
The hotel was awesome, good 
food, and the Idun Lodge were 
great hosts, of course there 
were walkers,  bowlers, and 
golfers tournaments. 

Carol Culbertson, portrayed" 
An Immigrant Trunk", the story 
of her great grandmothers trip 
to America.  Incidentally, I 
would say that each one of us, 
took more per person for a 
four day stay, than each immi-
grant brought with them to 
America. 

Friday night, we were taken by 
bus to downtown Madison, 
across from the capital, to the 
Wisconsin Historical Museum, 
where we were treated to a pig 
roast, could explore the mu-
seum and were entertained by 
the Edvard Grieg chorus. 

There were workstops, where 
each of us took a different 
workshop,  Myself I went to 
the "Adopt a School" one, And 
the Massa Mora Heritage 
Camp".  Don and Lee each had 
theirs, and I am sure we will 
each have a brief report at the 
next meeting.  I also felt hon-
ored to have been appointed to 
the "Committee on Laws".  It is 
nice to be able to say I was in-
volved in some of the laws that 
were amended that day.  It is 
also good to say that we were 
there  for the changing of the 
guard, we now have a new 
president, Mary Jane Bennett, 

From the Secretary. 
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Polar Star  
Member Total 

as of  June 2008: 
 

127 

Meeting attendance  
in 2008: 

Jan 6, 2008 

Members: 35 
Visitors:   2 

Feb 3, 2008 

Members: 35 
Visitors:   3 

Mar 2, 2008 

Members: 25 
Visitors: 10 

April 6, 2008 

Members: ? 
Visitors: ? 

May 4, 2008 

Members:  29 
Visitors:  4 

 The most glorious pe-
riod of the town history 
was during the sailing 
ships era, in the 18th and 
19th century. It was at 
one time one of the larg-
est and most important 
towns in Norway. Its 
wealth was based on 
shipping, with the sur-
rounding iron ore min-
ing, iron works and tim-
ber providing the most 
important trade. It had 
connections to all im-
portant trading centres 
of the world, and had 
better contact with 
Europe than with the 
country's capital of 
Christiania (or Oslo, as 
it was later to be called).  

The introduction of 
steam ships gradually 
reduced the town's im-
portance, but the old 
traditions have been re-
tained, for example in 
the atmosphere of the 
Tyholmen area, where 
the collection of wooden 
buildings is reckoned to 
be among the most pic-
turesque and best pre-
served of its kind, and in 
1992 was awarded the 
much coveted Europa-
Nostra prize.  

The town has a number 
of tourist attractions to 
offer. Apart from the 
town itself, which is well 
worth a leisurely guided 
walk, the main attraction 
in summer is the sea and 

Arendal is a small town 
on the south coast of 
Norway. After the geo-
graphical boundaries 
were extended to in-
clude four surrounding 
communities in 1992, 
the town now is the 
tenth largest in Norway 
in terms of populations, 
but still contains only 
about 40.000 inhabitants 
in total. 

It was originally called 
the Venice of Scandinavia 
because the town is built 
on seven islands, with a 
network of canals sur-
rounding it. Most of 
these have later been 
filled in, but plans are 
afoot to reopen some 
again. 

Arendal - Norway - (www.arendal.com) 

Continues on page 7  

This months newsletter was made in Norway.  We spent some time in Arendal 
on the coast of Norway. See  more pictures on our website.  
Thanks Michael Lund. 
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Get to know a Polar Star member: - Burt E. Severson  
in Mesa, Arizona;  Robert, liv-
ing in London, England with 
wife Maria and daughter Sofia;  
Laurie, with husband Glenn 
DeMarr and children Ben and 
Hannah in Phoenix, Arizona.  
Of the 14 siblings in his family 
only four are still living includ-
ing Burt, Stan in Minnesota, 
Ken in Vermont and Ruth in 
Minnesota.  

Burt began his work career 
with Teletype Corporation but 
eventually found himself in the 
Bicycle and Sporting Goods 
business for 25 years retiring 
in 1984.  He operated four dif-
ferent Schwinn Stores in the 
Chicago area. He was CEO of 
Severson Schwinn, Inc.  

His stores won several awards 
for top five and top ten in sales 
of Schwinn bicycles. 

Other activities included being 
a lieutenant in the Bensenville 
Volunteer Fire Department; 

being an election judge in 
DuPage County for years and 
being treasurer of the  Bensen-
ville Chamber of Commerce.   

Burt’s father, Ben, and his 
brother Jacob came from 
Haugesund, Norway in March 
of 1901. They homesteaded in 
North Dakota, but also re-
portedly had spent two years 
whaling in Iceland.  Burt still 
has a number of relatives in 
Norway and mentions a sec-
ond cousin, Admiral Grims-
vedt, who reported monthly to 
the King.  The family name in 
Norway was Sandvik.  

Burt joined Sons of Norway on 
December 3, 1972.  He is a 
Golden Member.  He has 
earned many sport medals in-
cluding an Enamel Medal for 
walking 2335 miles and one for 
cycling 1206 miles in 1997.  He 
has served as Social Director, 
Vice President and President.  
He enjoys the Viking Magazine 
and all the benefits provided by 
Sons of Norway.  He is an ar-
dent Cubs fan and has had sea-
son tickets for many years.  He  
loves music and has a signifi-
cant collection of records, 
tapes and CD’s. He likes to 
travel and finds much satisfac-
tion in helping others. 

Burt E. Severson was born at 
Forest City, Iowa August 31, 
1930 to Ben and Bertha Rose- 

land Severson.  He was one of 
14 children.  He graduated 
from Forest City High School; 

attended Waldorf College and 
the University of Iowa.  He 
served in the Army/Air Force 
with duty in Korea as Com-
pany Supply Sargeant. 
In November 1955 he married 
Barbara Syre in Chicago.  They 
were blessed with three chil-
dren:  Marcy, who lives with 
husband Steph Cronenberg 
and children Katie and Adam 

offers its own attractions.  
There are museums, art galler-
ies, historical buildings and 
landmarks, metal and mineral 
mines, old iron works and a 
number of other attractions to 
visit. There is even a golf 
course only about 20 km (13 

miles) away, for those who are 
thus inclined. Sailing, riding, 
canoeing, fishing and other 
sports are also available. The 
famous Norwegian writers Ib-
sen and Hamsun both had 
strong connections to the 
nearby area.  

the skerries landscape. The 
harbour area "Pollen" teems 
with boats and life in the sum-
mer, and idyllic swimming 
beaches or skerry rocks are 
within easy access.  

The inland area with forests, 
mountains, rivers and lakes 
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Norwegian Road Signs! 
 

Which is more effective? 
 

“Click It or Ticket “ or one 
of these 6 feet x 4 feet road 

signs. 


